Newspapers
fy%lancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/131699286

The Des Moines Register (Des Moines, Iowa) -
Downloaded on Oct 12, 2020

Fri, Jun 24, 1988 - Page 7

Friday, June 24, 1988 W THE DES MOINES REGISTER / 7A

loika

MATTMAHURIN

vas established in May.
mits of glasnost, a handful
call in February for a Na-
Party of Estonia, a move
intellectuals criticize as
ast.

nning first for a Soviet re-
-communist front group
Front of Estonia has
hst couple of months. The
h that calls for greater po-
independence for Estonia
nominate candidates for
bations.

alling for outright inde-
to face harassment, those
jonomy under Gorbachev
feing — buoyant about the

k about independence,”
fprofessional. “We must
knge little by little, with all
s having elements of a

imember of the Philadel-
hial board.
se

Ir this year Newsday ex-
he Village Voice labeled
y of these labels stick,

e black preacher, Sharp-
the Brawley case has
television cameras and
0 is self-possessed of the
Lirry in his wake trying to

[Sharpton aide, recently
hree advisers know her
pefore television cameras
[gations.

in the spotlight to refute
bd that he had been hired
[Mason's office. The pur-
jse contends, was to pro-
rawley case as it now ap-

has not filed income-tax
fe will go to court to force
should be taxed.

[iget his day in court long

hett News Service.
o s )

JAMES FLANSBURG

They finally
listen to him

'UDGING BY HIS angry reaction

inthe Pentagon procurement

scandal, you might put Charles

Grassley down as a liberal Demo-
crat desperate to impress the voters
with his probity.

It's not an act. He's a usually conser-
vative Republican who doesn't have to
face the voters for four more years. But
he is awash in anger.

Grauteyw-med theWhltunse
and the Justice Department four or five
years ago of a fishy smell at the Penta-
gon. Not only did they disbelieve him
or ignore him, they've been punishing
him for his a

Qumlymdﬁnnly- and, to Grass-
ley detractors, deliciously — they've
given him a politically impotent image
inthe eyes of Republican insiders. It
has been one of the better kept secrets
inlowa politics,

In the three years since Dick Turner
died, Grassley hasn't even been able to
geta U.S. attorney named for the
Southern District of lowa.

Idon't know how far the ineffective-
ness runs but if | were trying for a fed-
«eral appointment that didn't require
Senate confirmation, I'd go to Tom
Stoner — and maybe Neal Smith —
before I'd go to Grassley.

The last thing I'd want the White
House to know was that | was a Grass-
ley friend. | might even try to get him

White House plays
one-sided game.

to write a private letter denouncing

me.

It's kind of surprising how little news
there's been about this. That's partly
because Grassley friends are 5o em-
barrassed about it, they hardly talk
about it with outsiders.

It’s partly because Grassley publicly
pretends that it doesn't exist. (There's
no political benefit in ndngnem
stories about your i )

And it’s partly because Grassley
agrees with almost all of the
programs and has soldiered well for it.
1f Grassley goes out on a limb for Rob-
ens&m's ::nmnm loru;m. it
strets the imagination to
that he's in a bloody, for-keeps, back-
stage battle with Bork's sponsors.

What it amounts o, I think, is Grass-
ley’s inability to live by the principle
that drives Washington and much of
the nation's politics: If you want to get
llang, you've got to go along.

ley has this idea that there
shnuldnlbe]jnklge that each issue
should turn on its own merit, that the
slate’s wiped clean after each vote.

1suspect that he tries to swear off the

unrealistic, if noble, habit every day
when he wakes up. Usually by night-
fall, though, it's got him 3

I'minclined to believe that when
Grassley began reporting $600 toilet
seats several years ago, and
Cap Weinberger looked at the bigger
picture. This could jeopardize our
buildup plans, they said, so it has to be

pooh-poohed until everything’s on the

ﬂ' it course.
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